Briar Forest Super Neighborhood
Storm Water Committee
Highlights of the Corps of Engineers Neighborhood Meeting February 17, 2010
The Corps of Engineers Staff and a representative from Harris County Flood District were present
Operations and Repairs
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

The Barker and Addicks dams have been designated “high risk”. They have been moved up to
the front of the line in order to expedite funding for repairs and studies.
The dams are in no imminent danger of failing. This designation is for funding only.
During recent inspections they found voids under the conduits. This meant that the concrete
conduits had areas underneath with no support. They spent $1.5 MM to fill voids with a
polyurethane material. They are spending another $700,000 to make sure the voids are filled.
They will begin installing filters that will capture and hold the soil particles so that voids will
not form in the future.
Operations will continue status quo – protect downtown Houston. This is a retention area and
is not designed to hold water for lengthy periods of time.
The gates at both dams are closed manually by a designated person when the National Weather
Service predicts rain in the area.
They can only let out 2000 to 2500 cf/s due to the threat of erosion downstream (inside
Beltway 8). There have been suggestions that they could let out as much as 4500 cf/s but are
hesitant to do so because they don’t know what will happen as far as erosion.
When the reservoir is at 100 % capacity (water reaches the top of the concrete wings of both
dams that act as the reservoir emergency overflow), approximately 3 months is required to
fully discharge the retained water.

Future Work and Other Issues
•
•
•

•

•

The Corps is funded by Congress. Funds are allocated on a project basis and cannot be
distributed among other projects.
Water coming around the front of the Barker dam is a result of an old feature from the 40’s and
cannot be worked on without appropriations from Congress.
There has been substantial residential development encroachment from the west (upstream of
the dam). In the event the reservoirs are at capacity and we receive incremental rain some
neighborhoods upstream of the reservoirs will be under water.
Suggestions were made to construct smaller dams within the reservoirs to retain water that
could be used for recreation and waterfowl. This idea has been deemed non economical. The
gov’t does not think that the chance of flooding and resulting damage justifies the expense to
build and maintain.
The Harris County Flood District has started a study that will look into the pros and cons of
clearing the lower Buffalo Bayou Channel. At this time it is projected to take two (2) years to
gather data and another five (5) to get to a point where they could make recommendations.

The April 28th “Event” (per the Corps of Engineers)
•
•
•
•

The Corps had been discharging water that resulted from the previous week rain.
They received notice from the NWS that there would be heavier than normal rains expected
and the gates were closed on April 27th.
The heavy rains that we encountered were mostly downstream of the dams and were not
expected.
The water that was seen at the base of the Barker dam was a result of the bayou backing up and
the water not being able to flow out. The water seen in front of the dam is from drainage
feature that does not drain into the Barker reservoir. Any changes to divert would require
Congressional appropriations.

